[bookmark: _GoBack]Principal's Message
Welcome to the Kingswood website, my aim is to give you a snap shot of this wonderful school. I have [image: http://www.kingswood.vic.edu.au/images/services/18_RC.jpg]been the Principal of Kingswood Primary School for over ten years.  I feel privileged to be the Principal of this great school because of the high levels of academic achievement and the excellent reputation we have within the Dingley Village community and beyond. Every year we are attracting more and more students from outside the local area.
 
The school’s educational philosophy is based around the concept of laying the ‘Foundations for Success’ and making a ‘Positive Difference’ to the lives of every student. To achieve this, it is important to discover the individual talents of each child, to put students in an environment where they want to learn and where they can discover their true passion.
 
At Kingswood we infuse the Habits of Mind into the curriculum. Habits of Mind are dispositions that are skilfully and mindfully employed by intelligent people when confronted with problems. Kingswood implements 'Visible Thinking' protocols from the Harvard Graduate School of Education. Habits of Mind and Visible Thinking are strategies that assist students to problem solve, become more intelligent and hopefully successful students and adults in later years
 
Visitors to the school often comment on how well behaved and mannered our students are. Our school values for the students are: Teamwork, Respect, Integrity, and Commitment and our staff uphold the following values and beliefs:
 
1. We are here for the students
2. We are leaders in education
3. We thrive in a team culture
4. We are safe, friendly and organised
5. We engage our community
 
Kingswood Primary has flexible teaching spaces allowing us to design a curriculum that meets the needs of the 3rdmillennium learners. Students are grouped according to their ability levels as they learn literacy, numeracy and inquiry skills. Students have the latest technology such as PC's, MacBook, iPads, digital cameras, interactive TV's. The school is fast becoming a leader in innovative technology and proudly hosts an ICT Conference for teachers around the state. Specialist programs in Science, Technology, Visual Arts, Performing Arts, Japanese and Physical Education complement class programs.
Further opportunities for our students are provided through a range of support and extension programs. Students are given opportunities to participate in extra-curricular programs including drama, keyboarding, guitar, drums, vocal singing, chess and Rubik club, choir, karate, sporting clinics, ball handling skills, adventure camps, surfing, skiing and the RACV Energy Breakthrough Challenge. We offer Japan Study Tours for Year 5 and 6 students.
Kingswood is a Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden School. Students are introduced to the pleasures of preparing; cooking and eating a variety of foods they have grown in the garden. We even have our own free-range chickens where fresh eggs are collected daily.
As you can see, Kingswood Primary School is a very happening place and a great school to educate your child.
 
ROSEMARY COSENTINO
 
PRINCIPAL


School Overview
School Overview
Over recent years Kingswood Primary School has continued to develop and improve the outcomes for children. Through the hard work of our talented and dedicated staff and with the support of a strong leadership team and School Council, we have created a challenging and supportive learning environment for the children.
The majority of Kingswood students live in the Dingley Village community, however, the percentage of students coming from outside the immediate area is growing. Presently, 56% of students live out of area, this is due to the excellent reputation of the school.
Kingswood has eight permanent classrooms, open planned style, an Arts facility providing learning and teaching spaces for Visual and Performing Arts, Administration and Library area. The other eleven classes are in relocatable structures. A strong feature of the school is its outdoor environment and beautiful gardens.
The organisation of the school effectively utilises the facilities to enhance educational practice. We structure our curriculum to ensure that each child has access to quality Literacy, Numeracy and ICT programs. The school has a strong focus on academic achievement, student engagement and catering for the ‘whole’ child.
A wide range of curriculum opportunity provides thoughtful enrichment of the learning of every student and early access to specialisation. Specialist programs in Visual Arts, Physical Education, Performing Arts, Science and Languages (Japanese) provide students with outstanding opportunities to discover and develop their interests and skills. Every two years we take students to Japan.
Student achievement is monitored continually and parents are informed through parent teacher interviews, two written reports and a communication book. The parent/teacher forum is further enhanced through curriculum information nights and ‘You Tell Us’ evenings.
The school offers the latest in technology, a vibrant education with many interesting, challenging activities and a caring positive atmosphere and good relationships are enjoyed by staff, students and parents.
Our Vision
School Vision VALUES
The Kingswood Brand is engaging, innovative and caring in everything we do to cultivate a great teaching and learning environment.
1. We are here for the students
Kingswood is committed to delivering the best education, innovative practices and student experience that builds the foundation for a successful life for each student.
2. We are leaders in education
Kingswood cultivates a teaching and learning environment that is flexible, caring and focused on what is best for the students.
3. We thrive in a team culture
Kingswood promotes team excellence by encouraging students, families and staff to contribute towards developing the foundations for individual and team success.
4. We are safe, friendly and organised
Kingswood creates an enjoyable learning environment where students and staff can flourish and prosper.
5. We engage our community
Kingswood values and respects the important and responsible role the community has in the success and long-term viability of the school.
School Council
 
Message from the School Council President
[image: http://www.kingswood.vic.edu.au/images/services/15_Simon_Lees.png] Kingswood Primary School is located in the heart of Dingley Village.
Kingswood Primary School is the preferred destination for the education of children located within Dingley Village and adjacent communities such as Waterways, Braeside and Keysborough.
 
Selecting the right school for your child is an important decision for each parent. Enrolling your child with Kingswood Primary School will ensure your child is provided a safe, engaging, innovative and caring learning environment that will create a foundation for a successful life.
 
Kingswood Primary School prides itself on success in academic performance, progressive and innovative teaching approaches, modern facilities and an extensive range of extracurricular activities.  The school places a high emphasis on student wellbeing to ensure that your child is cared for to the highest standards.  Tailored individual student wellbeing and support is a hallmark of Kingswood Primary School, with access to a broad range of programs and support services to assist with individual needs. 
 
The Principal, Rosemary Cosentino in consultation with the teachers enjoy taking a strong partnership approach towards the education of your child - and accordingly are warm, welcoming and ready to help.  
 
Kingswood Primary School has a strong well-defined vision and purpose; that aspires to be a leading school in the region.  The vision and purpose is supported by a 4 year Strategic Plan that clearly defines the long term objectives and targets with a key focus on academic results, student engagement and student wellbeing.
 
The  School Council, comprising of elected parents, teachers, community members and the Principal, play an important role in setting the strategic direction for many aspects of the school’s activities such as curriculum, policy development, finance, community engagement and student wellbeing.  The School Council actively monitors progress against the objectives and targets in the Strategic Plan to ensure objectives are met.  
 
Contact with School Council
Communication and engagement is a key ingredient to a successful school experience.  School Council is keen to hear from and take into account the views of the broader school community to help shape the future success of Kingswood.  Feedback, suggestions and enquiries from the community are welcome by contacting the School by telephone on 9551 1727, writing to the School Council by letter or emailing me directly at lees.simon.s@edumail.vic.gov.au .  I welcome your contact and will respond to you in a prompt manner.
 
Regards 
Simon Lees

Student Leaders 2016
 
	Student Leaders

	School Captains
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	Phoebe
	Jake

	 
School Vice Captains
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	Charlotte
	Isaac

	 
School Leaders
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	Olivia
	Isaiah
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	Orson
	

	 
ICT Leaders
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	Gabe
	Jonas
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	Enrico
	

	 
Sport Leaders
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	Lilly
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	Luke
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	James


 
Environmental Leaders
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	Olivia
	Samantha
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	Abby
	

	 
Student Representative Council
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	Year 3- Asher
	Year 4- Brandon
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	Year 5- Tanvi
	


School Policies
Alcohol
Anaphylaxis
Anti-Bullying 
Assessment
Asset Management
Basketball Rings and Goal Posts
Bikes, Scooters and Skateboards
Blood Spills
Camping
Care Arrangements for Ill Students
Care Procedures and Schedule
Canteen Healthy Food
Civics and Citizenship
Classroon Helpers
Communication Procedures and Schedules
Disabilities
Discipline
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
Drug Education
Duty of Care
English
Excursion
First Aid
Flexible Shade Structures
Gifted and Talented Students
Gifts, Benefits and Hospitality
Headlice
Health and Physical Education
Hire of Facilities
Homework
Information, Communication and Technology
Infectious Diseases
Investment
Languages
Leave
Mandatory Reporting
Mathematics
Mobile Phone
Outside School Hours 
PMP
Privacy
Professional Learning
Science
Sexual Harassment
Smoking
Social Media
Sponsorship
Student Engagement and Wellbeing
Summer and Winter Sports
SunSmart
The Arts
Traffic Management Plan
Uniform
Visitors
Yard Supervision
Outside School Hours Care
Welcome to Kingswood Primary Outside School Hours Care page!
We aim to deliver a well planned, exciting and organised program of activities and experiences suited to primary aged children! Through these experiences the children will develop positive values towards a physically active lifestyle, enhance their self esteem, independence, leadership skills and nurture relationships with their peers. Programs are designed to enhance the development of children’s skills, knowledge and understanding in physical, social, emotional and intellectual areas.
Contact Us: Out of School Hours Care Direct Line: 0423 793 674
Camp Australia Head Office: 8851 4160
Camp Australia website: http://www.campaustralia.com.au/index.php/

Student Showcase
Foundation
Term 1  
What a fantastic start to the year our Prep students have had! We are so proud of the way they have settled into the school routine.
Our Preps have been busy learning how to write letters of the alphabet, count to 10 and how to be a great friend to others!
 We have also had our first buddy session, which was definitely a highlight for our Preps and 5/6's. It is so fantastic to watch the special relationships that are forming between our Preps and their buddies.
Here are some videos from our first day of school!
Year 1
Time flies when you're having fun in Year One!
LITERACY
Students are putting their hard work to use in Term Three! We have been writing descriptions, using lots of adjectives and using the correct structures. We've also looked at features such as similies, adverbs and the use of punctuation to change and improve our writing. 
We've incorporated the Daily Five into our reading and writing programs, and so far have really enjoyed it! 
NUMERACY
Some of our Understanding Goals for this year in Numeracy have been:
* Maths helps us make connections to the world around us.
* Amounts are represented in various ways.
* Accuracy with calculations matter. 
Year One's have begun this term with a focus on place value and counting, using a variety of materials and skills such as counting patterns, using MAB, making tallies, and using the number in real world situations.

INQUIRY
What a Load of Rubbish!
We have begun our Inquiry into how we make waste, and ways we can Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Rethink in our local and global environments. We collected some of our rubbish for just a few days and were SHOCKED at how much there was! 
Year 2
 
 Flying through Year 2  
 
Literacy 
'Today a Reader Tomorrow a Leader!' 
The Year 2 students are participating in the innovative reading program CAFE-Daily 5. This program enhances the students ability to become independent learners through developing reading and writing skills.  
 Kimochis Program
As part of the new well being program at Kingswood Primary School, the Year 2s have been introduced to our new Kimochi friends. 
Kimochi (KEY.MO.CHEE) means "feeling" in Japanese. Kimochis are a fun and easy way to bring social-emotional learning and Character Education into our classroom.
Here is a sneak peak of how we have used the program in our classroom.   
 
 
Kimochi Dress up Day [image: http://www.kingswood.vic.edu.au/admin/editor/images/smiley/msn/regular_smile.gif]
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 There is a mathematician in all of us
 
 
The Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Program 
 
Our wonderful Then and Now Incusion 
Years 3 & 4
 
      Year 3/4 Learning Community 2015
 Thinking - The students have been developing their thinking skills in 3/4 by using a range of Visible Thinking Routines across a variety of subject areas, as well as striving to use their Habits of Mind when confronted with a challenge. After visiting Werribee Zoo, we used the thinking routine 'Question Starts' to generate inquiry questions we would like to research and learning about divisibility rules in Maths Masters groups gave oportunity to use a 'Claim Support Question' routine to investigate and either support or reject mathematical theories
  
 Literacy CAFE - This year we have introduced Literacy CAFE as a means of teaching reading skills. CAFE stands for Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and Extending Vocabulary - each an important element for students to develop. A Literacy session begins with explicit instruction from a teacher on one of these skills, then students work individually on various activities throughout the week. These include Word Work, Work on Writing, Read to Self, Read to Others and Listen to Reading. Students also work in small target groups with a teacher for guided reading. 
 Writing - The teachers in the 3/4 Learning Community strive to make writing a meaningful and engaging process for students. Writer’s Workshop is, an engaging and popular part of the writing week. This is a time when students draw on the tools teachers have offered them during explicit teaching time, and use them as an independent writer in a piece of their choosing. Giving students the freedom of choice over text type and subject matter has seen the emergence of poetry, persuasion, informative reports, plays, comics, joke books, narratives, diaries, songs, artistic reviews and news reports. Writer’s Workshop is a showcase of students’ enthusiasm as young, independent writers. 
Download 3/4Ws Mystery Box Book : Fugu-Fi Bachelor and the Magic Wand (epub file, works in iBooks and other readers)  - see bottom of this page for link
 
 Numeracy -  
 Term 3 Maths Focus'
	Angles
	Fractions

	Division
	Data

	Place Value and Counting
	 Shapes


 
Inquiry-Term three is all about Habitats in Inquiry and the 3/4s have recently been to Werribee Zoo to take their research further and find out first hand where animals live. We are currently researching the features of different habitats in Australia and around the world, and what threats they are presented with. 
 ICT - This year in 3/4 we introduced an optional 1:1 iPad program. We have more than two thirds of students take part in the program. The students are loving having their own device and the flexibility it provides within the classroom. For students who don't have an iPad we have a few school iPads that are available for use. We have also been using laptops. 
   
Mrs Rossiter's has a Class Blog. Click here to check it out. 
 
   
  
Stephanie Alexander Kitchen & Garden - We have been very busy in the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen and Garden! Students have been enthusiastically trying new foods in the kitchen, with diverse menus using our produce straight from the garden.  
 We have learned about some interesting life cycles such as the silkworm, and the garden and shed is looking fabulous thanks to our new Garden Specialist, Alba Galban. Her work in the garden has been remarkable – check it out if you haven’t already. We have also been creating new signs for the Garden in “Let’s Create” time, and have welcomed an award winning scaregrow to the veggie patch!
 The kitchen has been a place of excitement and enthusiasm, with many students enjoying the process of preparing different vegetables, baking, reading recipes and measuring. We are particularly impressed with the way students are willing to take a responsible risk, and often finding foods they didn’t think they liked taste amazing! Look out for all the recipes and much more photos on the SAKG Kitchen page of the website (go through Facilities and Programs menu).
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Wellbeing - The Kimochis Program
 
Years 5 & 6
Welcome to Term 3 2015!
Term 3 is such a busy, busy time for us in the 56 unit! Preparations are well under way for our school concert, many students are learning lines and dance moves to make this a great event for everyone. Events in term 3 include ski camp, concert, athletics, disco, an incursion, basketball and soccer gala days and much much more!
 
 
   
Open Night 2015
We had a great time at night school learning THRASS and using different thinking routines with our parents. The students created a video using the app VideoStar on an iPad to share with their parent some of the things that we do in the 5/6 unit.
 
 
 
 
 Year Six Camp - Term 2
A term two highlight is always year 6 camp at the YMCA recreation camp in Anglesea. Our students pushed themselves to their limits by trying new challenges. Activities included an overnight camp out, fishing, canoeing, crate climb, mountain biking and more.

 
 
 
Term One Inquiry Expo 
In term one we studied natural disasters, focussing on the events and people involved before, during and after the disasters. As an authentic action all visitors to the expo were asked to contribute a gold coin donation and many of our students donated their own pocket money to support those effected by cyclone Pam in Vanuatu. The total amount raised was $269.95. This will help to purchase 'School in a Box' from Unicef which provides school materials for 40 children.
 
CREATE,COLLABORATE,COMMUNICATE
  
In Term 1, the students in years 5 and 6 were given 300 minutes in the last week of term to create anything that they wanted to! The only guidelines were that there had to be an element of collaboration by working with others and at the end they needed to be able to show what they had created and communicate to their peers the process that they had gone through.
 
 
Creations included - websites, games, news reports, vidoes, puppet plays, tie-dye shirts, cookies, pizza, board games, and many more!
Here are some images of what our students created.
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Important things to know:
 
Communication
In Levels 5&6 we are trying to develop a responsibility for personal learning within our students, as a result lots of our communication is done directly with students, however, this calendar will be regularly updated and is a place for parents to be more familiar with upcoming events and deadlines for Home Learning tasks and projects. Make sure that the school has your updated email address so that teachers can contact you if necessary.
 
Home Learning
Each week Mathletics and Literacy Planet tasks will be assigned to the 56 students related to current classroom topics. Once a term an inquiry based home learning task will be assigned and presented at a showcase afternoon. A formal speaking and listening task will be prepared at least twice throughout the year and presented in front of the class. Children are expected to read for 20-30 minutes each night and it is good organisational practise for them to record their reading in the Google form that they were sent or a Google doc. Follow the links below to get to the login screens for Literacy Planet and Mathletics and the instructions for our inquiry project.
   
 
 
 
 

Mathematics Topics Term 1 & 2
 
	Place Value
	Addition & Subtraction

	Volume & Capacity
	3 dimensional shapes

	Angles
	Length, Area and Perimeter

	Multiplication and Division
	Problem Solving

	Properties of numbers
	Gathering and analysing data

	NAPLAN preparation
	 


 
In term 3 we have a major focus on fractions and decimals in Maths, as well as timetables, number patterns and algebra. 

Performing Arts Prep - 6
Performing Arts Prep - 6
 
Performing Arts Term 3 2015
Students in Years Prep, 1, 3 and 4 who are having Performing Arts lessons this term are busily rehearsing for our school concert. Students in Years 5 and 6 are studying Music with our topic being: Sounds Great! 
Prep students are learning about movement and dance while Years 1, 3 and 4 are continuing to refine their concert song and dance routines as well as the Finale. Students in Years 5 and 6 are composing their own melodies on the glockenspiel and consolidating their music writing skills. They are enjoying the rhythm games including the Pizza Rhythm Game and Forbidden Rhythm. 
 All students are developing their thinking skills during Performing Arts as they continue to build on their understandings of our Habits of Mind.
  School Concert
Cast 1 is performing on Wednesday 9th September and Thursday 10th September from 6.30pm - 8.00pm.
 
Cast 2 is performing on Monday 14th September and Tuesday 15th September from 6.30pm - 8.00pm.
Parent Club
 
Kingswood Primary School Parents’ Club
Kingswood’s Parent Club meets monthly in the Parent Community Room. There is a cost of $1 to be paid annually to join and be a member of the Kingswood Parent Club.
What do you do at the Parents’ Club Meetings? At meetings we discuss and plan social and fundraising events. We are presented with a report from our school council representative and also a report from our principal. We are kept informed about many things that are happening around the school.
What else does the Parents’ Club do? The Parent Club organises several major fundraising activities through the year. The Kingswood Kids’ Challenge, the Cadbury Chocolate Drive and the school trivia night which we hold bi-annually, just to name a few. We also organise ticketing for the school concerts, the Prep Orientation BBQ, the junior and senior school fun nights, the school disco and this year the Parent Club is hosting a bush dance!
So what are achievements of the Parents’ Club? Each year the Parent Club raises money for the school. Fundraising through Parent Club helped pay for the school hall our children use every week. Last year funds raised went towards the new middle school playground. From the Parent Club’s funds this year we have already replaced the giant chess set and bought a giant checkers set for the new outdoor games board. The Parent Club donated money for four new benches in the newly cleared area to the left of the main school gate. Our fundraising is just one of the reasons you are able to send your children to a school as well equipped as Kingswood.
What would I have to do if I joined? Nothing, everything, or somewhere in between. We have monthly meetings that you are most welcome to attend. Various sub committees are set up through the year for different activities we are organising. It is our intention that those meetings are held on different days from our normal meetings so parents who are unavailable on our regular meeting days might be able to contribute. How much you choose to do is up to you.
I have small children, will it be a problem? You can bring them along to any of our meetings. Lots of our members have small children. 
When do you meet? We meet on a Wednesday once a month at 1.45pm in the Parent Community Room. The date of the next meeting is always included in the school newsletter.
Will I feel welcome? YES! We’d love to have you. The Parent Club is not only an excellent way to contribute to the school but it is also a great way to meet parents from other year levels. We are a friendly group and welcome all new members.
What does it mean to be a paying member? It means that you have a voice within the club. You have voting rights if you are a paying member of the club. Paying the $1 membership fee for Parent Club gives you the opportunity to share your ideas and views on how to contribute to the school brand.
 Why should I pay the Parents’ Club fee if I can’t get to meetings? To support the Parents’ Club, paying the $1 fee entitles you to a copy of the minutes from each meeting and gives you a voice within the meeting. Even if you aren’t physically at the meeting you can email a member of the committee with any ideas you may wish to have bought up at the next meeting.
If you have any further questions please come and speak to one of our committee members. President – Jenni Hosemans, Vice President – Louise Knorr, Secretary – Glenys Elliott and Treasurer – Mayuri Ghela. Alternatively you can email the school atkingswood.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au with the subject header ‘Parent Club’. If you wish to join Parent Club forms can be obtained from the school office.


1:1 iPad Program 2016
   
“If we teach today as we taught yesterday, we rob our children of tomorrow.”
John Dewey..... and later became Rosemary Holden's mantra!
 
iPad Program 2016 by aaronbcox on GoAnimate

 
 
 
 
FREE DOWNLOAD FOR ALL PARENTS    
Download  Literacy is not Enough by Lee Watanabe Crockett from the iBooks library. The author has made it free to all parents at Kingswood Primary School. Lee Watanabe Crockett was a keynote speaker at this years Kingswood ICT Conference. This book offers a wonderful insight into the fluencies that children require to survice in a 21st century global market place.

 
 
iPad Information Booklet and iPad Information Evening

 
iPad Program Registration for ALL Grade 3-6 Students 2016 
 
  
Parent iPad Information Evening Sept 1, 2016
Please feel free to use this information as a guide. If there are any changes to the program or process, all families will be notified through normal school communication channels. The following video is completely unedited.
 
 
Hello Everyone,
 
Welcome to our 2016 iPad Program information. Please find attached the guidelines book for next years programs in Grades 3,4,5 and 6. It is important for parents of children entering Grade 5 to understand how ipads are used in the Grade 5 and 6 area as opposed to Grades 3 and 4 Program. The two program are slightly different and there is a stronger emphasis on their use.
 
First and formost it is important to stipulate that Grade 4 and 5 parents who attended a ThinkUKnow session in either 2013 or 2014 will not be required to complete the program again this year. All new parents joining the program for the first time will be required to attend the session to be held at 6.30pm on the 21st of October in Unit B Years 3&4 Building.
Timeline:
Early Term 4 Release of Program Documents and registration portal opens on the school website.ALL participating families must complete the online registration process for 2016
21st of October: Parent Cyber Safety Program delivered by ThinkUKnow. Attendance is manatory forall new parents to our program. Parents (who attended sessions at Kingswood Primary School or Asepndale Gardens Primary School and who registered their attendance) over the past 2 years are exempt. 
Mid to Late Term 4 Parent Information Evening
Present to January 2016: 
1. Purchase Mini/iPad 4 or newer and Register On-line on this page for the 2016 Programs.
2. Set up an iTunes account on the iPad
3. Buy $40 of iTunes cards on sale (20%-30% off) and add to the iTunes account above
4. Ensure the device is running the latest iOS
5. iPad Levy Payment for 2016 - Monday 18th January - Have paid the iPad Levy online or at the office on Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd January and have your iPad connected to the school network on Friday the 22th January as long as all prerequites have been met. 
 Guidelines of the iPad Programs for both Grades 3 and 4 and the Grade 5 and 6 Program
 Registration is Now Open.
**Please remember that ALL steps must be completed prior to joining our network.** 
Codeclub
[image: http://www.kingswood.vic.edu.au/images/services/179_Screen_Shot_2015-07-24_at_7.08.58_pm.png] 
From Tuesday 4th August, we are offering a coding club for any students interested in learning how to code simple programs, and eventually games or animations.
 
You don’t need any coding experience, and all ages are welcome. If you are part of the iPad program, bring your iPad, but this is not essential.
 
Come along on Tuesday lunchtimes from 1pm, and learn the basics of coding!
 
·     Where: 3/4 Unit
·     Who: Mr Williams (with help from 3/4 teachers and 5/6 students)
·     When: Tuesday Lunchtime, 1pm – 1:40pm
 
Literacy
Literacy is alive! Kingswood Primary School is committed to improving student outcomes in Literacy from Foundation to Year 6.
READING: The Daily 5 approach to Reading began implementation in Years Prep-4 in 2015. This approach ensures student proficiency in Spelling, Writing, Grammar and Punctuation is developed. There is an explicit reading strategy or skill taught each day through the C.A.F.E teaching model-Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and extended vocabulary.  Modelled, Shared, Guided, and Reciprocal Reading Approaches are implemented by all teachers to target whole class or small group needs. An extension of this model is developed in Years 5 and 6 with the introduction ofLiteracy Contracts. Students are also exposed to the Literature Circles as a means of building reading stamina, comprehension, and understanding of the Literary elements of texts.
All students P-6 have the opportunity to listen to competent readers such as the teacher, parent helpers or peers. Reading to self occurs daily in the junior school whilst our older students are building independent reading stamina through U.S.S.R time {Uninterrupted, Sustained, Silent, Reading time} Students engage with digital texts, with many classes now using QR Codes to access quality literature on ipads and laptops. Subscription to digital Literacy resources such as Literacy Planet, Study Ladder and Sunshine on-line are used in the classroom or assigned for Home Learning.
The reading programs at Kingswood are supported also with participation in the Premier’s Reading Challenge, Annual Book Fair, Take Home Reading program and Library sessions.
WRITING: We love writing at Kingswood, so much, that we have made it a priority across the school.Explicit teaching of text types and writing conventions is planned to target the needs our students. A rigorous assessment schedule helps teachers determine the teaching focus and assist students with setting their own writing goals. The Writers’ Workshop Framework is used successfully in Years 3 and 4 and is now being trialled in Year 2. Across the school, THRASS is used as a tool to support students with developing spelling strategies and handwriting skills.
 
Sharron Cramer-Leading Teacher
Curriculum Leader/Teaching and Learning Coach
Mathematics
 
The Mathematics Curriculum at Kingswood Primary School is based on the AusVELS Standards. Students have three one hundred minute sessions of mathematics each week. 
 
Lessons are planned to develop skills and mathematical understandings in fluency, logical reasoning, analytical thought and problem-solving. Students’ individual abilities are monitored using a variety of assessments and differentiated with learning opportunities provided that cater for the identified needs of each student. 
 
At Kingswood we use online resources including Mathletics and many interactive technologies such as Interactive Whiteboards and TVs, iPads and Mac Computers to support students in developing mathematical understandings. 
 
Kingswood Primary School;
·  Celebrates National Numeracy Week
·  Offers a differentiated curriculum and personalised learning environment
·  Administers On Demand testing
·  Administers the University of New South Wales ICAS Mathematics Competition to students
·  Uses Mathletics across the school from Prep to Year 6
· Celebrates Mathematics in the classroom through school newsletter
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Arts Centre
The Visual Arts has a high profile at Kingswood Primary School. Student’s artwork is showcased within our buildings and school grounds, making Art an integral part of our environment.
Kingswood has also been involved in ‘Artist in Schools’ projects. One such project resulted in an impressive clay sculpture garden designed and constructed by grade 1/ 2 students. This now takes pride of place in the Junior School Ground.
Each year all grade 6 students work on a special commemorative art project to present to the school. Such works have included mosaics, bollards and large paintings. These are viewed proudly by our past and present pupils.
At Kingswood we have a bennial Arts Festival to celebrate and display the talents of our students in the Visual and Performing Arts. Our Visual Arts program gives Prep to Year 4 an art lesson once a week. Activities are closely linked with classroom themes and are based on skill development. Students experience painting and drawing, collage, printing, threads and textiles, construction and clay.
Students in Year 5 and 6 have a fortnightly double lesson to allow them to work productively on more complex projects. We are very proud of our student’s artworks and hope that you can visit to view them first hand.
Physical Education and Sport
Catch up on all the latest Kingswood Sports news on twitter at @kingswoodpe
 The Physical Education program at Kingswood Primary School provides a range of experiences for students as part of the curriculum:
Prep, Years 1 and 2
Students perform basic motor skills and movement patterns, with or without equipment, in a range of environments. They regularly engage in periods of moderate to vigorous physical activity. When participating in movement and physical activities, they follow rules and procedures and share equipment and space safely
. They practise basic motor skills such as running, jumping, skipping, catching, throwing, kicking, balancing and are introduced to more complex skills such as leaping, dodging, the over-arm throw, dribbling and striking balls.
In term 4, students will have an opportunity to attend a swimming program at Toby Haenen Swim Centre.
Year 3 / 4 Students in Year 3 and 4
Practise and use complex manipulative and locomotor skills in a range of movement environments (indoor, outdoor and aquatic). They practise and develop competency in a range of complex motor skills such as leaping, dodging, the over-arm throw, dribbling and striking balls. In aquatic environments students have an opportunity to participate in a swimming program at Hailebury College (Years 3-5 students) and Beach Program (Year 6 students).
Through modified major games (for example, games with modified rules, equipment, playing field, length of game or numbers on a team such as modified netball), and athletics activities (eg. discus, shot put and modified versions of jumps), students begin to apply their skills in sport-specific settings.
The students explore basic games’ tactics such as: introducing the concepts of attack and defence; following the rules of the game; and describing the roles of various positions. They begin to work with others to set and achieve goals in both cooperative and competitive games’ settings.
During the year students have an opportunity to participate in Cross-Country, House Athletics and weekly P.E. lessons.
Year 5 / 6 Students
In Year 5 and 6 refine and expand their range of skills, and perform them with increasing precision, accuracy and control in more complex movements, sequences and games. Students begin to observe, and give constructive feedback on, the skill performance of their peers.
They use strategic thinking, communication and cooperation to enhance performance and participation in order to improve game performance; for example, encouraging tactical awareness of space, force, time, self and others when making games-based decisions.
Students undertake a variety of roles when participating in modified sports, such as umpire, coach or selector, and are supported in taking responsibility for organising and conducting competitive activities in which decisions are made about procedures, rules and fair play.
During the year students have an opportunity to participate in Cross-Country, House Athletics, weekly P.E. lessons and Interschool Sport.

Performing Arts
 
 
Prep 
Students will have 4 terms of Performing Arts this year:
Term One has a Music Focus - singing and introducing non-tuned percussion instruments.
Term Two has a Drama Focus  - exploring our emotions and miming.
Term Three has a Singing and Dance Focus - concert preparation. 
Term Four has a Music Focus - rhythms, dynamics and preparation for Twilight Carols
 
Year 1 
Students will have 2 terms of Performing Arts this year. 
Term Three is Singing and Dance - focusing on concert preparation.  
Term Four is Music and Drama - focusing on rhythms, dynamics, voice projection and role plays.
 
Year 2
Students will have 2 terms of Performing Arts this year. 
Term One is Music - focusing on reading music and playing the glockenspiel. 
Term Two is Music and Singing - continuing to learn instrumental tunes and focusing on concert preparation.
 
Years 3 and 4
Students will have 2 terms of Performing Arts this year and a three week Drama Unit. 
The first term is Music - focusing on composition and writing formal notation.
The second term is Music - focusing on reading and playing instrumental music on glockenspiel or recorder. 
Students who have Performing Arts during Term Three will also be focusing on concert preparation.
 
Years 5 and 6
Students will have 2 terms of Performing Arts this yearit. 
The first term is Music - focusing on composition and writing formal notation.
The second term is Drama - focusing on improvisation and theatre sports skills. 
Students who have Performing Arts during Term Three will also be focusing on concert preparation.
 
Concert
This year’s concert will be a 90 minute musical  accompanied by live music, under the direction of production company: RockED. In addition to Performing Arts lessons, students will participate in weekly singing and dance lessons with their classroom teacher.
Term Four has a Music Focus - rhythm and dynamics.
 
Science
 
In Science, students engage in lots of exploratory activities, experiments and investigations to develop an awareness of science in their world. Each lesson, students put on their lab coats and transform themselves to be inquisitive scientists to research topics, posing questions and explaining their observations and understandings about science.
The following is an overview of the topics taught at each year level:
Prep  
 
· Things that Float and Sink 
· The Five Senses
· Living and Non Living Things
 
Years 1& 2
 
· Living and Non Living Things
· Habitats
· Changes in materials
 
Years 3 & 4
 
· Living and Non Living Observable Properties
· Solids, Liquids and Gases
· Chemical Reactions
 
Technology
 
 
Technology
 
 
 
Prep                               
 
Students will be introduced to laptops to use as an engaging learning tool. Students will learn to turn on, login, and access software from the school network and then log off when their task is complete. Students will complete tasks individually or in a collaborative environment, depending on what the task dictates. Students will be exposed to language used when talking about computers during their operation. [image: http://www.kingswood.vic.edu.au/images/services/162_PCs_and_Apple_products.jpeg]
 
Year 1                                 
 
Students will develop skills that focus around using computers effectively in class to create and use software for word processing purposes. They will also learn to save documents on a network and to the cloud. Everyone will be exposed to Google Apps for Education as acentralised learning platform. Students will be introduced to using ipads as an effective and engaging learning tool that provides greater access to technology for each student.[image: http://www.kingswood.vic.edu.au/images/services/162_Robot_EV3_1.1.jpeg]
 
Year 2                                 
 
Students will continue to consolidate skills that focus around using computers effectively in class and saving documents to various end points depending on the need to collaborate. Students will also become more proficient in the use of the iPads which will be used as a learning tool that provides greater access to technology for each student. Students will have access to Google Apps for Education as a centralised learning platform for collaborative learning.[image: http://www.kingswood.vic.edu.au/images/services/162_Robot_EV3.jpeg]
 
Years 3 and 4  
 
Students will be gaining a greater appreciation for collaborative learning through Google Apps for Education. Students will be exposed to robotics, solar power, iPads, animation and photography. Students will work on individual and group based projects to collaborate and create final pieces of work driven by skills learned during Technology classes.[image: http://www.kingswood.vic.edu.au/images/services/162_DJi1.0.jpeg]
[image: http://www.kingswood.vic.edu.au/images/services/162_DJI1.1.jpeg]                              
 
Years 5 and 6 
 
Students will be gaining a greater appreciation for collaborative learning through Google Apps for Education. Students will develop skills in the use of Mac computers and learning in an Apple environment. Students will be exposed to ideas and concepts around safe use of drones, programming, robotics, [image: http://www.kingswood.vic.edu.au/images/services/162_photography.jpeg]filming, editing and creative development using technology.







Languages - Japanese
All students Prep to Year 6 participate in Language – Japanese, lessons.
Japanese Student Guests from Iwate Prefecture in Japan came to Kingswood Primary School to talk about the 2011 Tsunami and to tell us about their reconstruction efforts. Students also taught us dances. Below is a Jpaanese student named Akari demonstrating the dance:
 
 
Prep to Year 2 students focus on geographical information and cultural understanding, as well as being introduced to simple oral language. Year 3 to Year 6 focus on developing speaking and listening skills along with the reading and writing of hiragana.
The Language program is organised through themes and topics which are arranged to provide opportunities and activities for students to develop language and cultural understandings.
The Japanese program is taught by two specialist Japanese language teachers with the support of classroom and generalist teachers.
Prep - 2
At the introductory level to Japanese Language emphasis is placed on the development of listening and speaking skills. Students identify basic Colours, Numbers and expression Greetings. Students participate in activities that encourage an understanding of the Japanese culture.
Year 3 / 4
Students have focused on basic speaking, listening and writing skills. There has been an emphasis on numbers. Students have begun identifying a selected range of Hiragana symbols. Students participated in activities that encouraged an understanding of Japanese culture. The Japanese Language program will provide opportunities for students to exchange information and ideas based on a theme or topic. This will be achieved through active participation in games and art activities as well as written and verbal tasks.
Year 5 / 6
The language focus for the year is the learning of Hiragana and Katakana symbols. Students are learning basic letters and begin to identify and write a selected range of symbols. Students are also required to make and display Japanese signs to designated particular rooms within the school. e.g. library, art room, classroom. This has allowed for constant exposure to the Japanese written symbol.

Wellbeing
At Kingswood Primary School, we focus on providing an environment where students feel happy, safe and cared for. Not only are we committed to deliverin the best education, we also strive to create an enjoyable and positive learning environment where students and staff can flourish and prosper. 
Students wellbeing is a high priority, and we pride ourself on the programs and facilities we implement that focus on the wellbeing of students and staff. 
· Kimochis (which means feeling in Japanese)  are toys that have been designed to help children identify, describe, understand and manage their feelings in a positive, comfortable way.

This term, students from Prep to Year 4 participated in the Kimochi Dress Up Day. Students chose to dress up as a Kimoche character, or express a feeling with colour. 

  

 
· KidsMatter is a mental health and wellbeing framework for schools and is proven to make a positive difference to the lives of students. KidsMatter provides menthods, tools, resources and support to help schools work with parents, carers, health services and the community to nuture happy, balanced kids. 
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Library Facility
Library Facility[image: http://www.kingswood.vic.edu.au/images/services/53_16-3656-450005_79rimg1627.jpg]
Our Library has a wonderful selection of children's literature and factual texts chosen over the years by experienced teacher - librarians.
Our heritage to our children is the richness of the stories we pass on.
All students have a weekly session in the library with their teachers and can borrow books in this time. The catalogue can be accessed from any computer in the school. The teachers use the large teacher resource section to enhance student learning. We are very proud of our quality collection.
All students Prep to Year 6 participate in the Premier’s Reading Challenge every year.
The Challenge aims to promote a love of reading. It is not a competition, but a challenge to each student. The Challenge promotes the importance of reading among students in Victorian schools and encourages parents and families to support their children’s reading in and beyond school.
Follow the link to find out more.
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/default.htm
 
Habits of Mind
The 16 Habits of Mind are defined as the dispositions that are skillfully and mindfully employed by characteristically successful people when confronted with problems, the solutions to which are not immediately apparent.
Adopting the Habits of Mind is a way to improve student learning outcomes and address the learning needs of 21st Century learners.  At assembly each week we present Habits of Mind (HOM) certificates to students who demonstrate the habits.
The Habits of Mind are:
1. Persisting
2. Managing impulsivity
3. Listening with understanding and empathy  
4. Thinking flexibly 
5. Thinking about your thinking (metacognition)
6. Striving for accuracy  
7. Questioning and problem solving 
8. Applying past knowledge to new situations  
9. Thinking and communicating with clarity and precision  
10. Gathering data through all senses  
11. Creating, imaging and innovating 
12. Responding with wonderment and awe
13. Taking responsible risks
14. Finding humour  
15. Thinking interdependently
16. Remaining open to continuous learning
Camping Program
Why have camps?
 
Camps provide the students with the opportunity to:
• Extend their intellectual and social development in an outside school environment .
• Experience socialisation, group cooperation and independence.
• Take part in challenging activities that require decision-making and self reflection on consequences for both themselves and others.
• Develop personal qualities such as resourcefulness, leadership, tolerance and determination. 
 
When do the camps take place?
Camps are conducted in years 6 and 4 during terms 2 and 4. Students in year 4 attend a 3-day camp to Monbulk’s Log Cabin Ranch where students participate in a range of activities such as yabbying, damper making and bush walks.
The year 6 students attend the Anglesea Recreation Camp for 4 days where they test their endurance, environmental knowledge and strength in the physically demanding activities.
Students in years 5 and 6 have the opportunity to attend a Surf Program in Term 1 and a Skiing Program in Term 3.
 
 
[image: http://www.kingswood.vic.edu.au/images/services/76_surf.jpg]

Chess Kids
Playing chess helps to develop critical thinking skills. Learning chess in a structured way can access the full benefits of problem solving skills, creativity concentration, memory and decision making. The school’s Chess Club meets at lunchtime once a week during Term 3. Lessons are taken by a qualified Chess Teacher from Chess Kids. The giant chess kit is a favourite lunchtime outdoor activity and is available for all students to use.

Choir
Choir
The Kingswood Choir is for children in Years 3 to 6. Choir gives the students an opportunity to sing at events such as Education Week, our biennial Arts Festival and our local preschool. The Choir meets every Wednesday lunchtime in the Performing Arts Room at 1.00pm – 1.30pm.
Junior Choir
The Kingswood Junior Choir is for students in Years 1 and 2. Under the direction of Melanie White, the choir meets every Thursday lunchtime in the Performing Arts  Room at 1.00 - 1.30. The Junior Choir performs regularly at school assembly and at school events such as our Biennial Arts Festival and annual Twilight Carols evening. In 2014, the Junior Choir also performed at the Australian Male Welsh Choir Concert.
 
Swimming Program
Students from Prep - Yr 5 have the opportunity to attend the swimming program. Yr 6 students take part in an intensive 1-day swimming survival program.
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